Note: Any work submitted in this class must be original, never before submitted work of your own. In other words, do not attempt to recycle work done in previous classes.
 
Movie Review

Your assignment is to write a 2-3 page review (no less than 500 words, no more than 750 words) of the movie that we will see in class. Your audience is comprised of College students. You are to write a review that is fair to the film being reviewed and that will engage and inform your peers.

Obviously, you will want to pay close attention to Chapter 15, “Writing a Review,” in Everyone’s an Author.  This chapter includes successful examples of reviews written in the context of diverse rhetorical situations.  It also includes a list of Characteristic Features of a review and a Roadmap to guide you through the process of writing a review.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Because this assignment asks you to write in the context of a specific rhetorical situation—a review that will appeal to your college peers—you may find it helpful to reread the chapters we read earlies this semester on rhetoric and the rhetorical situation. The chapter, “Rhetorical Situations” should be especially helpful.

Movie reviews are different from other types of reviews. For example, product reviews often focus on information and strive for objectivity. Movie reviews, however, are different in that they represent a complex evaluation of and response to a particular movie—unless they are brief thumbs up/thumbs down reviews.

Suggestions for Analyzing Movies

The first step in analysis should be to get a fairly clear idea of the film’s theme or unifying central concern and to identify the director’s intention. The next step is to consider how the separate elements of the film relate to and contribute to the theme, central purpose or total effect. One movie may strive mainly to entertain, while another may address serious social, cultural, and political issues.

The basic elements of film include the following:

· Story
· Dramatic structure
· Symbolism
· Characterization
· Conflict
· Setting
· Title
· Irony
· Cinematography
· Editing
· Sound effects
· Dialogue
· Musical score
· Acting
· Film’s overall style
Before undertaking your analysis, you should consider the level of ambition of the film you are reviewing and adjust your evaluation accordingly. It’s unfair to criticize a movie that is designed only to entertain, for instance, for failing to have a complex symbolic structure. Considering the level of ambition encourages fairness in reviewing and emphasizes the importance of this question: Given the director’s intention and the film’s level of ambition, how well does this film succeed in what it tries to do?

Some elements of film listed above will be more import and some less important. For your review, select what you consider to be the most important three or four elements to discuss. These elements should make the strongest contribution to the film. Discuss why or why not each element is successful.

Reviewing includes your personal response as well as analysis. In addition to considering the success (or failure) of various film elements, explore your personal response to it.  Remember, do not simply articulate your response, attempt to understand what motivates it—and to find ways to express that in your review.
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Look critically at your draft, get response—ang revi
ise

once you have a complete draft, reaq it over

evaluation, the reasons and evidence you prov

you appeal to your audience. If possible, ask others—a writin

classmate, or friend—for feedback. Be sure to give your reader§ acecli::; ;:;Or.
se

of your assignment or purpose and your intended audience. Here are
questions that can help you or others respond: s

Farefully, focusing on your
ide as support, and the way

« Is the evaluation stated explicitly? Is there a clear THEsIS

—and if not, is
one needed?

« How well does the introduction capture the audience’s interest? How
well does it establish your AUTHORITY as a reviewer? Does it make
clear what the review is about? How will it engage your audience’s in-
terest? How else might it begin?

+ Is the subject DESCRIBED Or SUMMARIZED sufficiently for your audi-
ence? Is any additional description or background information needed?

* How much of the review is DESCRIPTION and how much is EVALUA-
TION —and does the balance seem right for the subject and purpose?

* What are the cRITERIA for the evaluation? Are they stated explicitly—
and if not, should they be? Do the criteria seem appropriate for the sub-
ject and audience? Are there other criteria that should be considered?

* What good REASONS and EVIDENCE support the evaluation? Will your
audience be persuaded?

* What other viewpoints do you consider, and how well do you respond to
these views? Are there other views you should consider?

* How would you describe the STANCE and TONE? Are they appropriate
and authoritative? What words or details create that impression?

* How is the draft organized? Is it easy to follow, with clear TRANSITIONS
from one point to the next?

* What about pesien ? Should any material be set off as a list or chart or
table? Are there any illustrations—and if not, should there be?

* Is the styLE —choice of words, kinds of sentences, level of formality—
aPpropriate for the intended audience?
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. WRITING A REVIEW / A Road map
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choose your topic, pick a subject you're interested in and know
bout. Perhaps you're an avid fan of Harry Potter. Reviewing the
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your audience. Forinstance, if your assignment s to review
xhibit, see if you can focus on some aspect of the work that in-
tich as the use of color or the way the artist represents nature.
ted to review a particular book, try to center your review
find compelling and that might interest your audience.

torical situation

topic, thinking about your audience and therest of
help you focus on how you ought to address it

knows and expects. If your review is for
instructor to be your primary audience (un-
ise) and know what's expected of a review
you're writing for a specific publication or
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Think about your purPosE. Why are you Writing this review; st
class, what motivations do you have beyond getting a gooq grade? To re..
ommend a book or film? evaluate the latest smart gadget? introdyce Your
classmates to a new musical group? What do you expect your audience 0
do with the information in your review? Do you want them to 80 see some.
thing? buy something (or not)? just appreciate something? How can yo, e

achieve your purpose?
Consider your sTANCE. Think about your overall attitude about the subject
and how you want to come across as an author. Are you extremely enthy,.
astic about your subject? firmly opposed to it? skeptical? lukewarm; How
ommunicate your feelings? Think also about how you want your
dience to see you as author. As well informed? thoughtful? witty? How
1 your review reflect that stance, and how can you gain your audience’s

and respect?

R

about the larger coNTEXT. What, if any, background information

T subject should you consider—other books on the same subject

e author? movies in the same genre? similar products made by

mpanies? What else has been said about your subject, and how
itin your review?

or not you have a choice of medium—print, spo-

ed to think about how your medium will affect
ie

€0 and audio clips—for example,

ll appear in print, can you include still

you
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Evaluate your subject
Think about your own first impressions. What ab

interest? What was your first reaction, and why? wi
would tell someone who asked your opinion on thi

out the subject got your
hat is the first thing you
s subject?

Examine your subject closely. If you're reviewing a performance,take not
as you're watching it; if you're reviewing a book, read it more than once.

Look for parts of your subject that are especially powerful, or weak, or
pected to mention inyour review. i

Do any necessary RESEARCH. Your subject will be your primary source of

information, though you may need to consult other sources to find back-

ground information or to become aware of what else has been written about
yuuxsubject. Would learning more about a book’s author or a film'’s director
help you evaluate your subject? If you're writing an academic review, doyou
need to find out what else has been said about your subject?

Determine the CRITERIA for your evaluation. Sometimes these are obvi-

ous: film reviews, for instance, tend to focus on criteria like acting, direct-
ing, script, and so forth. At other times, you'll need to establish the criteria
that will guide your review. Make a list of criteria that are appropriate for
the genre you're reviewing—film, novel, smartphone, whatever—and then
decide which criteria matter to you—and will matter to your audience.

Make a judgment about your subject. Based on the criteria you've estab-
lished, evaluate your subject. Remember that few things are all good or all
bad; you will likely find some things to praise, and others to criticize. What-
everyou decide, use your criteria to examine your subject carefully, and look
for specific BVIDENCE you can cite—lines or scenes from a movie, particular
features of a product, and so on.

Anticipate other points of view. Not everyone is going to agree with your

evaluation, and you need to acknowledge COUNTERARGUMENTS to what

 you think. Even if you don’t persuade everyone in your audience to accept

your judgment, you can demonstrate that your opinion is worth taking

seriously by acknowledging and responding respectfully to those other
Perspectives.
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